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who pull down and carry off the interesting remain: of art 
left by our ancestors, and that to destroy and not 'preserve. 



Wm£k 






MATHEUS CDUBAGAN 

HOC OPUS FECIT: 

BARTHOLAMEO 0,FLANRAGAN 

PRIORI DE DAMYNIS, A.D. 

1449. 

But the En rs have not had this boast entirely to 

themselves. 

" In the year 1808, 

' I cannot tell how the truth may be, 
I say the tale, as 'twas said to me.' 
(( A captain of artillery resided in the ordnance barrack in 

the town of E . His wife, an Italian lady, resided with 

him. The captain, wishing to erect a certain necessary 
little edifice in his garden, hired a cot, which was sent to 
Devenish to fetch thence some of the stones, which the 
piety and munificence of our ancestors had raised for 
religious purposes, and were now destined for a purpose 
not quite so dignified and venerable. The cot was accord- 
ingly well laden from the ruins, and among the stones 
then carried away was that, which bears the inscription 
given above. The building, was in due time finished, and 
the stone with the inscription built into the wall over the 
door — with the hope, perhaps, on the part of the captain, 
that in future ages some searching antiquary might be led 
to venerate the memory of a man who had the taste to 
mark the erecting of such an important building and fix 
the period' by connecting it with the time, when B. O'Flan- 
nagan bore sway in the neighbouring Priory ! ! The stone 
however was not to fulfil so important a duty. The cot 
in the trip, in which it brought away the stone, was in 
imminent danger of being swamped. The Captain's lady 
heard of this, and also, that the stone had been part and 
parcel of the old priory. Both circumstances wrought so 
powerfully on her mind, that she never ceased to impor- 
tune the Captain, until she prevailed on him to take down 
the stone and sent it back to the priory. The stone is now 
firmly built into the wall of the priory-tower.' * 

The date marked on the stone, A.D. 1449. connected 
with a passage in a letter from Sir John Davis* to the 
Earl of Salisbury, affords ground for supposing, that the 
priory did not very long enjoy the prosperity, which 
seemed to be secured to it by its insulated position. Sir 
John had attended the Lord Deputy of Ireland on a tour 
of inspection through the counties of Monaghan, Ferma- 
nagh, and Cavan, the substance of which is detailed to the 
Earl in the letter, from which this extract is taken. 

After detailing the result of the inquiries in the county 
Monaghan, he proceeds to write — " From Monaghan we 
went the first night to the Tuins of the Abbey ofClonays, 
(Clones) where we camped ; passing from thence through 
ways almost impassable for our carriages by reason of woods 
and bogs, we came the second night after to the south side 
of Lough Erne, and pitched our tents over against the 
Island of Devenish, a place being prepared for the holding 
of our sessions for Fermanagh in the rums of an abbey there." 

There are other ruins in the island, and some interesting 
notices connected with them, particularly with that named 
" St. Molaise's Kitchen," w T hieh is now the ruin of a ruin. 
But of these another time. * * * 

* This letter was most probably written in the beginning' of the roi^n 
of James I. some time between the year 1606 and 1612. In the latter 
year Sir John died suddenly, as was thought, of apoplexy, 

FALLS OF NIAGARA. 

We have long had it in contemplation to furnish to our 
readers a description of those remarkable Falls, and as a 
friend has supplied us with the subjoined sketch of the hotels 
that stand close to them, we proceed to carry our intentions into 
effect. We should, perhaps, account for thus deviating from 



our general rule of confining ourselves to matters relating 
solely to Ireland, and we do so by stating, that we insert this 
article as an introduction to some on the interesting subject 
of Emigration, which we hope shortly to lay before our 
readers. At the present period, also, when so many of our 
countrymen are about to seek for homes " beyond the West- 
ern main," we trust that the following description will not be 
considered as entirely misplaced, Admitting our apology to 
be quite satisfactory, it may be asked, whether a view of the 
Falls themselves, would not be a more appropriate introduc- 
tion to such an article as the present ? Our answer is, that 
such a view as our space would enable us to present, would 
do but little towards conveying an idea of a scene of such 
magnitude ; and we think that the scale section and map 
which we subjoin, together with the description, will do more 
towards enabling our readers to form some conception of those 
stupendous Falls, than any view which it would be in our 
power to give. Generally speaking, a very inferior delinea- 
tion of natural scenery, will convey a better idea of the cha- 
racter and appearance of the place depicted, than the most 
elaborate description, and the pencil of a tyro in his art, 
may be more effective than the pen of a Scott. There are 
scenes, however, which baffle alike the pencil and the pen : 
one of these is, the subject of this article ; but as its peculiari- 
ties consist, in a great degree, in its immense magnitude and 
the tremendous sound which issues from it, and sight is 
thus not the only sense affected : the pen may be more suc- 
cessful than the pencil — «« The thunder and rush of mighty 
waters" may be described, but they cannot be delineated. 

The river Niagara conveys the waters of Lake Erie into 
Lake Ontario, the last of that chain of lakes or inland seas 
of fresh water, which extend through a great part of North- 
ern America, and contribute much to its wealth, by the 
facilities which they afford for commercial intercourse. These 
lakes are connected by rivers, and are supposed to contain 
nearly one -half of the fresh water on the surface of the 
habitable globe, which passing from one to the other, is 
ultimately discharged into the Atlantic Ocean, through the 
broad bed of the mighty St. Laurence. The majority of 
those lakes, both in size and number, lie to the north and 
north-west of Lake Erie ; their waters pass into it, and 
from it by the river Niagara, into Lake Ontario, forming, 
in their course, the celebrated Falls. Lake Erie is about 
two hundred and sixty miles in length, about sixty-three in 
breadth at its widest part, and is about six hundred and fifty 
miles in circumference. Its greatest depth varies from forty 
to forty-five fathoms, its average depth is about twelve. The 
level of Lake Erie, at the efflux of the Niagara, is about 
three hundred and thirty-four feet above the level of the 
Ontario, at the place where this river enters the latter lake. 
At Fort Erie, which is situated at the north-eastern extre- 
mity of the lake of that name, the river Niagara may 
be said to commence, and is there about a mile in width. 
At some distance farther down it becomes contracted to 
half that breadth, and consequently rapid ; but escaping from 
this restraint, it expands in a gentle flow to an ex- 
tent of over six miles, embracing, in its progress, several 
islands, one of which, called Grand Island, containing a 
superficies of more than eleven thousand acres, is partially 
settled. The Niagara flows through a flat, fertile, and rapidly 
improving country, between banks so little above the level of 
its surface, as to lead Captain Hall to conjecture that a per- 
pendicular rise in its waters, to an extent not exceeding eight 
or nine feet, would lay the adjoining districts on both sides 
under water to a considerable extent. This, as will hereafter 
be seen could occur only between Fort Erie and the Welland 
river. Along its course it separates Canada from the States, 
to which latter country all the islands which it contains, with 
the exception of Navy Island, belong. From Fort Erie to 
the mouth of the Welland (6*) is about sixteen miles ; from 
thence to the falls about four. Immediately below the junc- 
tion of the Welland the indraught of the cataract becomes 
perceptible in the ripple which it causes (7). The water 
shortly after (8) rushes on with amazing force and rapidity in 
foamin^ and roaring rapids, until it changes its coarse, at 
rather a sharp angle a little above Goat Island (1), where it 
seems te pause, for a moment, in comparative tranquillity (9) ; 
quickly, however, sweeping along with accelerated speed and 
irresistible impetuosity (10), divided by the island into two 
unequal channels, it rushes down the inclined plane at the 
head of the falls, until the whole mighty mass of waters is 
suddenly projected over the edge of a rock, one hundred and 

* See subjoined Map, p. 277, 



